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HISTORY OF WATERBIRDHISTORY OF WATERBIRD
COLONIZATIONCOLONIZATION

•• 1905-1906: current sea created and almost1905-1906: current sea created and almost
immediately used by waterbirdsimmediately used by waterbirds

•• 1908:1908:
American White Pelicans (1,000 occupiedAmerican White Pelicans (1,000 occupied
nests), Great Blue Herons (few hundrednests), Great Blue Herons (few hundred
nests) and Double-crested Cormorantsnests) and Double-crested Cormorants
nesting; Eared and Western grebes,nesting; Eared and Western grebes,
Common Loons, Caspian Terns and Ring-Common Loons, Caspian Terns and Ring-
billed Gulls using seabilled Gulls using sea



Rapid colonization and re-colonizationRapid colonization and re-colonization
influenced by proximity to Gulf ofinfluenced by proximity to Gulf of
California and Colorado RiverCalifornia and Colorado River

175 km



Current importance ofCurrent importance of
SaltonSalton Sea to Birds Sea to Birds



Distribution of waterbirds atDistribution of waterbirds at
the Salton Sea in 1999the Salton Sea in 1999

((ShufordShuford et al. 2000) et al. 2000)



TotalTotal
ShorebirdsShorebirds



Pelicans and Pelicans and 
CormorantsCormorants



MountainMountain
PloverPlover



Key Bird AreasKey Bird Areas
at and aroundat and around
Salton Salton SeaSea

((Shuford Shuford et al. 2000)et al. 2000)



Future of birds at the Salton Sea
based on no action

Future of birds at the Salton Sea
based on no action



Projected salinity at Projected salinity at Salton Salton Sea withSea with
reduced water supply (1.06 reduced water supply (1.06 mafmaf/yr)/yr)
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2038 all fish gone

(Salton Sea EIS/EIR 2000)



•• Based on no action, birds at theBased on no action, birds at the
SaltonSalton Sea probably face a long-term Sea probably face a long-term
decline in suitability of the seadecline in suitability of the sea

•• To lose the To lose the Salton Salton Sea for birdsSea for birds
means losing one of the mostmeans losing one of the most
important interior sites in Northimportant interior sites in North
America for America for waterbirdswaterbirds
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